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Pittsburgh Concert Society 
2016–2017 • 74th Season

 The sound of Pittsburgh’s artists



The PCS involvement in the Pittsburgh scene 
is deep and varied:

Major Artists Auditions, held each spring, are judged 
by independent adjudicators selected from among deans 
and faculty of leading schools of music. Candidates 
audition anonymously and are judged solely on the level 
of their performance and the quality of their program. 
Six Major winners are presented in three concerts, 
generally the following September, October and 
November.

Major Auditions are open to highly qualified classical 
musicians, over the age of 18, living within a 75-
mile radius of Pittsburgh who meet the PCS program 
requirements. In addition to presentation in a formal 
concert, each winner receives an honorarium, ranging 
from $1,000 for soloists to $3,000 for small ensembles, 
from the William and Eleanor Benswanger Memorial 
Fund of The Pittsburgh Foundation.

Young Artists Auditions are held in January 
and are also judged by independent, nationally known 
adjudicators. Instrumentalists must be under the age 
of 19, vocalists under 22, and must live within a 75-
mile radius of Pittsburgh. Winners of the Young Artists 
Auditions are presented in formal concerts and receive 
scholarships, ranging from $500 for soloists to $1400 
for small ensembles, from the Benjamin and Anna 
Perlow Scholarships Fund of The Pittsburgh Foundation, 
designated for the furtherance of their music studies. 

The annual June Alumni Concert features “return 
performances” by former Pittsburgh Concert Society 
winners who have achieved distinguished careers in the 
field of classical music. 

Outreach Performances. In addition to its formal 
concert activity, the Pittsburgh Concert Society reaches 
out into the community and beyond. Outstanding artists 
are invited to perform in venues throughout the city, 
with a special emphasis on reaching young audiences. 
These performances are arranged by the officers of the 
PCS, working in close collaboration with organizations 
such as the Children’s Museum of Pittsburgh, Allegheny 
RiverStone Center for the Arts, Chamber Music 
Pittsburgh, assisted living communities, Pittsburgh and 
suburban school districts, colleges and other local arts 
organizations. Annually, one or more Young Artists are 
featured with the Edgewood Symphony Orchestra and 
Major winners are featured in the Chamber Music Series 
of Greater Johnstown. 

The PCS Homer Wickline and Conrad Seamen 
Memorial Fund of The Pittsburgh Foundation 
awards annual grants designated to providing financial 
assistance to instrumentalists and vocalists, individuals or 
groups, in the classical field, who are working to further 
their careers or their performance opportunities.

CONTACT INFO:
412-279-2970
pittsburghconcertsociety.org
info@pittsburghconcertsociety.org

Pittsburgh Concert Society
WHAT WE’RE ABOUT



Membership Application
I wish to be a member of the Pittsburgh Concert Society. I understand that 
each FRIEND membership includes ONE season ticket valid for all concerts 
of the Society’s 2016–2017 season and that each PATRON, SPONSOR, or 
BENEFACTOR membership includes TWO season tickets.

Name                                                      Phone
Address  
City                                                     State                Zip  

Email

Does your employer match contributions?   Yes       No   

Employer:

Contributing membership levels: 
    Friend (minimum $60.00)                 Sponsor (minimum $250.00)
    Patron (minimum $100.00)               Benefactor (minimum $500.00)
 
Please make checks payable to the Pittsburgh Concert Society and mail to:
Pittsburgh Concert Society • P.O. Box 14843 • Pittsburgh, PA 15234

Or, you may apply for membership on the PCS website: pittsburghconcertsociety.org

The Pittsburgh Concert Society is a non-profit and equal opportunity
organization. Contributions are tax deductible to the extent permissible by law.



Alumni Concert
SUNDAY, JUNE 4, 2017

Tina Faigen, PCS Major winner 1989, piano
Tina Faigen, concert pianist, recording artist, teacher, and published music-writer, holds a Bachelor 
of Music degree from Oberlin College and both Master and Doctorate degrees from the University 
of Miami where she studied with renowned pianist Ivan Davis. A recipient of many prizes and awards, 
some highlights include the Pittsburgh “Y” Recital Series, over 30 performances of the Tchaikovsky 
3rd Piano Concerto with Edward Villella’s Miami City Ballet, and a debut tour of Italy with Orchestra 
Sinfonica Abruzzeze. Faigen’s CD recordings of Robert Schultz’s works “Visions of Dunbar” and 

“Tina Faigen Plays Piano Transcriptions” have received rave reviews. An active chamber musician, she 
performs regularly with Zaffiro Trio, of which she is a founding member. Faigen is co-author of the 

acclaimed Accelerando Piano Technique Series, along with numerous other editions of educational piano music. Faigen has 
maintained an active teaching studio since the age of 14. She is on the piano faculty at University of Pittsburgh as well as 
at Carnegie Mellon University Music Preparatory School. Also a violinist, Faigen serves as Principal 2nd for the Edgewood 
Symphony Orchestra.

Jonathan Beyer, PCS Major winner 2009, baritone
Jonathan Beyer is a baritone who has performed with the Metropolitan Opera, Oper Frankfurt, 
Florida Grand Opera, Pittsburgh Opera, Dallas Opera, St. Louis Opera Theater, Austin Lyric Opera, 
Fort Worth Opera, Hong Kong Opera, Teatro Petruzzelli, Opera Company of Philadelphia, Boston 
Lyric Opera, Opéra de Montréal, Royal Opera House in Oman, Chicago Lyric Opera, Opera Naples 
and others. He has also appeared with the Chicago Symphony, Philadelphia Orchestra, Pittsburgh 
Symphony, Indianapolis Symphony, Netherlands Radio Orchestra, Munich Philharmonic, Baton 
Rouge Symphony, Vermont Symphony, Southwest Michigan Symphony, Detroit Symphony, the Erie 

Philharmonic and the Festival at Aix-en-Provence.

Mr. Beyer was a National Finalist in the Metropolitan Opera National Council Competition. He was the 1st Place Winner 
of the Marian Anderson Prize for Emerging Classical Artists. He has also won the George London Foundation, Sullivan 
Foundation, McCammon Competition, Irma M. Cooper Competition, Violetta DuPont Competition, Rochester’s Classical 
Idol, New Jersey Verismo Competition, Philadelphia Orchestra Competition, Astral Artist Auditions, Pittsburgh Concert 
Society Auditions, SAI Competition, American Opera Society Competition, the Union League Civic and Arts Foundation 
Competition, and the Bel Canto Foundation. He has also received awards from the Lissner, Jensen, and Solti Foundations, 
Zachary, Dalis, Liederkranz, Orpheus, Liederkranz, Neue Stimmen, Palm Beach Opera, and Lynam Competitions, Sosenko, 
Lanza, Iturbi, Gari and Puccini Foundations, National Opera Associations. 

An avid recitalist, Mr. Beyer has performed in recital through the Vocal Arts Society, Marilyn Horne Foundation, Carnegie 
Hall Foundation, Chicago Cultural Center, Judith Raskin Foundation, Bertlesmann Foundation, Huntsville Chamber Music 
Guild, Pittsburgh Concert Society, Van Cliburn Foundation, Over the Rainbow Foundation, Astral Artists, and the Marian 
Anderson Foundation. He holds degrees from from the Curtis Institute of Music and the Chicago College of Performing Arts 
at Roosevelt University. 

Upcoming engagements include Salomé with the Detroit Symphony Orchestra, Cosi Fan Tutte with Belle Ile en Mer, La Bohème 
with Oper Frankfurt, Beethoven 9 with the Southwest Michigan Symphony Orchestra, and concerts in Michigan, Philadelphia, 
North Carolina, Chicago and Canada. 



The Pittsburgh Concert Society 

(PCS) promotes the finest 

Pittsburgh-based classical 

musicians, all selected by 

adjudicators of national stature, 

providing each winner with a 

formal recital opportunity as well as 

a financial award. 

Founded in 1943, the PCS is a 

non-profit, equal opportunity 

organization. All artists appearing in 

the PCS programs must live within 

a 75-mile radius of Pittsburgh. To 

ensure fairness and impartiality 

of the selection process, the PCS 

auditions are adjudicated by 

invited musicians from outside the 

Pittsburgh area. 

The PCS is proud of its history 

and its contribution to the arts in 

the Pittsburgh area. It is an 

organization of dedicated officers 

and board members, all volunteers, 

consistently working to maintain 

the highest level of musicianship in 

their concert presentations. 

All events are at 2:00 p.m. at Kresge Recital Hall, 
Carnegie Mellon University. A “Meet the Artists” 
reception follows each concert. Tickets can be 
purchased at the door, by phone at 412-279-2970, 
or online at pittsburghconcertsociety.org:
Adults $15 – Seniors $10 – Students Free

MAJOR WINNERS RECITALS
Sunday, September 25, 2016
Dana Schneider, harp
Matthew Watkins, flute

Sunday, October 23, 2016
William Andrews and Katie Manukyan, tenor and soprano duo
Delphi Duo: Zoe Sorrell, flute and Ching Wei Lin, harp

Sunday, November 6, 2016
Beo String Quartet: Jason Neukom and Sandro Leal-Santiesteban, 
violins, Sean Neukom, viola and Ryan Ash, cello
Jessica Victoria Bachicha, soprano

YOUNG ARTISTS WINNERS RECITALS
Sunday, March 12 and Sunday, March 26, 2017

ALUMNI CONCERT
Sunday, June 4, 2017
Tina Faigen, piano
Jonathan Beyer, baritone

SEASON AUDITION DATES
Young Artists Auditions
Saturday, January 7, 2017
James Gandre, President, Manhattan School of Music, adjudicator

Major Auditions
Friday, April 21 and Saturday, April 22, 2017 
James Gandre, President, Manhattan School of Music, adjudicator

Schedule of Events
2016–2017 Season



2016  Major Auditions Winners Recitals

Matthew received his Bachelor of Music Degree in 
Music Performance from Slippery Rock University 
where he studied with Stacey Steele. Other previous 
teachers include Gay Kahkonen, Diane McCloskey, 
and Suzanne Levinson. Matthew is attending 
Duquesne University for his Artist Diploma and 
studies with Jennifer Steele.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2016

William Andrews and Katie Manukyan, tenor 
and soprano duo

Delphi Duo – Zoe Sorrell, flute and 
Ching Wei Lin, harp

William Andrews (Tenor), a 
Pittsburgh native, graduated from 
Muskingum University where he was 
co-principal trumpet in the orchestra 
and was awarded the Mary Bartlett 
Reynolds Award for excellence in 

music. In the past four years, he has performed in 
a vast array of both traditional and contemporary 
operas, including roles as Sam (Susannah), Alfredo 
(La Traviata), Nemorino (L’Elisir d’Amore), Rinuccio 
(Gianni Schicchi) and Tamino (Die Zauberflöte) under the 
baton of the late maestro Sidney Harth, and the title 
role in Pygmalion. In 2011, he was awarded the first 
prize in a singing competition of the Opera Theater 
of Pittsburgh and was given the role of Rodolfo in 
the world premiere of Alberto Garcia Demestres’ 
The Honeymoon Suite at the theater’s Summerfest. 
The following year, he sang the roles of Don José 
(Carmen) with Undercroft Opera, Rodolfo (La Boheme) 
with Opera Western Reserve and Buster Peeves in a 
world premier of  Penthouse Suite with Opera Theater 
of Pittsburgh. Mr. Andrews’ most recent performances 
were last year when he sang B.F. Pinkerton in 
Puccini’s Madama Butterfly, and Martin Luther in the 
world premiere of Mihai Valcu’s Katharina von Bora at 
Westminster. William studies voice under Ross Dacal.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 2016

Dana Schneider, harp
Matthew Watkins, flute

Dana Schneider is from Harmony, 
Pennsylvania and is currently pursuing 
a Master of Music degree in Harp 
Performance at the New England 
Conservatory. She is a student of Jessica 
Zhou, the principal harpist with the 

Boston Symphony Orchestra. Dana completed her 
undergraduate degree at Yale University in Political 
Science and graduated with distinction. At Yale, she 
was a student in the studio of June Han. She was 
the harpist with the Yale Symphony Orchestra, and 
performed in numerous undergraduate and graduate 
ensembles. Dana was a winner of the Yale Friends of 
Music Honors Recital Competition and a finalist for 
the Anne Adams Awards. She has attended summer 
festivals such as the Aspen Music Festival, the Saratoga 
Harp Colony, and the Castleton Festival led by the late 
Maestro Lorin Maazel. Dana credits her love of the 
harp to her teacher Gretchen Van Hoesen. In 2011, 
Dana was a winner of the Pittsburgh Concert Society 
Young Artists Auditions. 

Matthew Watkins is a recent graduate 
of Kent State University where he 
earned his Master of Music Degree in 
Music Performance and was the flute 
graduate assistant. During his time 
at KSU, Matthew won 1st place in 

the 2014 International Flute Symposium Emerging 
Artist Competition, the 2014-2015 KSU concerto 
competition, and 1st place in the 2015 Mt. Lebanon 
Keynotes Scholarship Competition. In addition to 
winning these competitions, Matthew was selected 
as first choice for the 2015 Kent/Blossom Summer 
Music Festival. During the 2012-2013 academic year, 
he received the Georges Barrere Memorial Scholarship 
to study with Bernard Goldberg in Pittsburgh. 

Major Auditions are open to instrumentalists, vocalists, and chamber music ensembles over the age of 18 who 
live within a 75-mile radius of Pittsburgh and who meet PCS program requirements. This season’s auditions were 
held on April 15 and 16, 2016, the adjudicator was Fred Bronstein, Dean of the Peabody Institute.



 Since emerging in the Pittsburgh opera 
community, Katie Manukyan has 
rapidly become a regional favorite for 
the beauty and strength of her voice 
as well as for her specialization in 
Slavic repertoire. Operatic roles that 

Katie has performed since her debut in 2014 include: 
Cio-Cio-San (Madama Butterfly), Micaela (Carmen), 
Pamina (The Magic Flute), Mabel (Pirates of Penzance), 
Monica (The Medium), Sacerdotessa (Aida), and Winnie 
Blocker (world premiere of Gilda Lyons’s A New Kind 
of Fallout). From her beloved Russian repertoire, Katie 
has sung the role of Gorislava (Ruslan and Liudmila) 
and will sing Tatiana (Eugene Onegin) with Undercroft 
Opera this winter. She frequently appears in principal 
roles with Opera Theater of Pittsburgh and Bel 
Cantanti Opera (Washington D.C.) and with the 
ensemble of Pittsburgh Opera. Katie received musical 
training at Northwestern University, Tchaikovsky 
Musical College-Conservatory in Moscow, Russia, and 
The Ohio State University. www.katiemanukyan.com
 
 Founded in early 2016, the Delphi 

Duo performs all genres of flute 
and harp repertoire, from baroque 
arrangements to new commissions. 
Flutist Zoe Sorrell is a passionate 
advocate for both early and new music, 

priding herself on her ability to play Renaissance and 
Baroque flutes as well as avant-garde, experimental 
pieces. Harpist Ching Wei Lin has performed with 
several professional orchestras such as the Queensland 
Symphony Orchestra, Brisbane Philharmonic 
Orchestra, and Camerata of St John’s. Sorrell holds 
degrees in flute performance and English literature 
from the Oberlin College and Conservatory and 
Lin received her undergraduate degree in harp 
performance from the Queensland Conservatorium 
Griffith University in Australia. Both ladies are 
currently completing their Master’s degrees at 
Carnegie Mellon University. Together, the Delphi 
Duo (named after the mythological home of the 
earth goddess) endeavors to continue giving creative 
performances and commissioning new repertoire for 
this combination of instruments.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2016

Beo String Quartet – Jason Neukom and Sandro 
Leal-Santiesteban, violins, Sean Neukom, viola and 
Ryan Ash, cello
Jessica Victoria Bachicha, soprano

A shared dedication to the 
continued understanding, 
exploration, and love of 
music is what inspired the 
formation of Beo String 
Quartet. Beo believes that 

its most important role is to champion music of our 
time and to create a mutually inspirational relationship 
between living composers, modern audiences and 
performers alike. Highlights for the 2015-16 season 
included an educational tour of North Dakota where 
the quartet presented chamber seminars for schools 
around the state; a residency at the Charlotte New 
Music Festival where the quartet performed and 
premiered more than 20 works; and a summer 
residency at Dakota Chamber Music alongside the 
Ying Quartet and Luminus Trio.

Songstress Jessica Victoria Bachicha 
has performed at the Vatican, at 
Carnegie Hall’s Weill Recital Hall, 
and with orchestras across the United 
States. She has portrayed Violetta in 
Verdi’s La Traviata and the Queen of 

the Night in Mozart’s Magic Flute. Her solo recitals 
have featured music ranging from traditional spirituals 
to works in Catalan, Basque, Quechua and Ladino. 
Many of her programs tell stories through music and 
narrative, bringing the audience into the beauty of the 
experience. Second only to her love of performing is 
her love of teaching. Jessica Victoria holds a doctorate 
from The Catholic University of America in musical 
arts and directs the voice track of the Sacred Music 
Program at Franciscan University of Steubenville 
in Steubenville, Ohio. Learn more about Jessica by 
visiting http://www.jessicavictoria.com, like Jessica 
Victoria on Facebook, or follow her on Twitter at 
@JVSongstress.

2016 Major Auditions Winners Recitals


